


clever LED light gives illumination just
where you want it.

The handle also has two magnetic
grooves for bit storage and the
Centrotec quick-change system, see
panel below, allows rapid changes of
the attachments: simply grip the green
ring and slide it off. All bits can be
inserted into the drill directly for use in
tight spaces as small as 180mm.

On test

The machine is handily supplied fully
charged so | immediately put it to
use by selecting some 50mm beech
ply that | know is very tough and can
break screws easily without the right
pilot holes.

A 40 x 4 went in easily until the
head snapped off. | didn't make a pilot
hole and found that while the driver
was happy to wind in the screws, it
was too strong for the screw heads.
The same thing happened with a 50 x
4 screw.

A 50 x 4 and a 50 x 5 went into
oak easily and | carried on putting in
24 more of these before the battery
failed, all without pilot holes and by
removing the screw each time from
the oak.

The drill was still cool so there was
no question of it being over loaded —
not bad for such a small drill.

After a break of 20 minutes while
the battery recharged, | used the
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faster speed setting with the chuck in
position to drill holes.

An 8mm drill went easily into 50mm
oak, as did a 13mm flat drill, but a
16mm flat drill was straining it and an
18mm flat drill was too much and the
drill cut out.

Well, the specification does say
12mm in wood and 8mm in steel
maximum so at least they have not
exaggerated.

To expect a drill of this size to drill
8mm holes in steel is a real challenge,
but by drilling a 4mm hole first | was
able to drill 5-8mm holes in 6mm steel
plate consecutively, each hole taking
about one minute to complete and by
that time it was getting hot. Holding
a small drill like this is hard for this
type of work, so | used my own 12V
DeWalt drill for comparison. The extra
weight does make it more stable.

The 564268 model
includes the drill, fast
charger, right-angle
attachment, 8mm chuck
and two batteries

What’s in the box?

)

F&C verdict

There is no doubt about the quality and
performance of this compact drill and
the advantages of the li-ion batteries,
the quick change chuck etc, but bear in
mind the limits.

| do have, however, one beef with
this tool: why there is only an 8mm
chuck when a 10mm chuck has
become standard. Having said that,
though, if you like to have the very best
of tools this is for you.

Pros

Systainer box

Build quality
Battery life

Quick recharge time

Cons
No 10mm chuck

The numbers

Motor 10.8V

Speed 0 - 400-1200rpm

Max torque soft/hard material 10/16Nm
Adjustable Torque 0.2-2.4Nm

Chuck clamping range 1-8mm

Max drilling wood/metal 12mm/8mm
Tool holder in spindle 1/4in

Weight with battery 0.9kg

Price £245 inc VAT

From Festool suppliers
Web www.festool.com

Festool Centrotec assembly package

Inside this Systainer is a
comprehensive collection of drills,
countersinks and high-performance
accessories that are intended for use

with the CXS cordless drill, which
will, incidentally, work with other bits
as well.

The box is divided into three
substantial and robust-looking plastic
trays containing slot screw bits, pozi
bits, Phillips bits, and torx bits, long
and short, but strangely there are no
other types.

A flip-open box contains 10 drills
with sizes from 3-10mm, each having
a dedicated hex fitting that can be
removed to replace the drill.

There is also a set of stub drills for
wood from 3mm increasing by 1mm
each to 8mm, and a hand grip — that
can become a screwdriver — can be
used with any of the bits.

Below this is a selection of
countersinks, one drill and countersink
bit, an extension bar for bits, and
several other items of which | was
uncertain of their purpose, and finally
five each of the bits of the types
stated above.

All these things can be rapidly put
to by use of the Centrotec quick-
change system, making work a sheer
pleasure.

F&C verdict

This being a very useful set of
accessories, but there are items
that would be so little used that
| would prefer to see a bigger
selection of fittings to cover the
new screw heads that are being
used. Why is there only one drill
countersink bit, 3 different sizes
is more usual. | am not clear what
trade they are trying to sell this
set to.

Pros
Useful set of good quality bits

Cons
Not enough fittings for the new
screw head

The numbers

Price £272 inc VAT
From Festool suppliers
Web www.festool.com ri¢
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